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UNDERGRADUATE 
OPPORTUNITIES IN BUSINESS 
AND PROFESSIONAL STUDY
Business
Through the SC Johnson College of Business, Cornell offers accredited 
undergraduate business degree programs in applied economics and 
management and hotel administration, as well as world-renowned 
graduate and professional business degrees. The College also offers 
nine minors (https://business.cornell.edu/programs/undergraduate/
minors/) intended for students majoring in subject areas other than 
business, to gain exposure to business concepts, frameworks and 
methods. Because the choices are so broad, students are encouraged to 
explore the offerings carefully to identify the program that best matches 
their business career goals. (Graduate study is available in the Johnson 
Graduate School of Management as well as Nolan and Dyson.)

Applied Economics and Management: The Charles H. Dyson School 
of Applied Economics and Management (AEM) offers a broad, flexible 
curriculum that reflects its analytical, applied economics approach. 
Students choose among 10 concentrations: finance, marketing, strategy, 
accounting, entrepreneurship, business of food, business analytics, 
sustainable business and economic policy, international markets 
and development, and applied economics. The Business Minor for 
Engineers (https://catalog.cornell.edu/programs/dyson-business-
minor-engineers/) is specifically tailored to the educational and career 
needs of engineering students. The Business Minor for Life Sciences
(https://catalog.cornell.edu/programs/dyson-business-minor-life-
sciences/) offers business concepts in the context of nonprofit, research, 
pre-med, pre-dental and pre-vet fields. The Applied Economics and 
Management (AEM) minors offer specializations in Applied Economics; 
Sustainable Business and Economic Policy; Food and Agricultural 
Business; and International Markets and Development (dyson.cornell.edu
(https://dyson.cornell.edu)).

Hotel Administration: The Peter and Stephanie Nolan School of Hotel 
Administration offers the world's premier business of hospitality program. 
Its rigorous business curriculum includes experientially-focused courses 
in finance, real estate, human resources, data analytics, leadership, 
marketing, food and beverage, entrepreneurship, law, and leader-
communications, in addition to the undergraduate minor in real estate, 
all preparing graduates to one day lead the hospitality and services 
industries. The Statler Hotel, and the newly renovated food lab, the 
school’s living laboratories, enable students to apply their learning to 
real-world businesses, as does its signature Restaurant Management 
class, where students plan for the operation of and supervise their 
colleagues in running the school’s restaurant, Establishment. In 
addition, with its incredible alumni and industry leader support, students 
design, plan and run an annual industry conference: Hotel Ezra Cornell, 
participate in business plan and pitch deck competitions, and attend a 
Dean’s Distinguished Lecture Series course where top industry leaders 
come to meet, dine with, and provide career guidance to students. 
Students’ education is rounded out with industry treks, robust internship 
opportunities, and meaningful career symposiums, and as a result, 
students are launched into fast-tracked industry leadership roles, 
all supported by dedicated Nolan alumni (sha.cornell.edu (https://
sha.cornell.edu)).

Real Estate: The Paul Rubacha Department of Real Estate develops 
visionary real estate leaders who will tackle the most pressing societal 
challenges facing the industry. The College of Architecture, Art, and 
Planning (AAP) and the SC Johnson College of Business build on 
a 30-year legacy of real estate research and teaching and feature 
Cornell's real estate master's degree program; the Baker Program in 
Real Estate broadens professional and research degree programs, 
and attracts leading global scholars. In partnership with the Nolan 
School of Hotel Administration, the Rubacha Department also manages 
an undergraduate minor (https://catalog.cornell.edu/programs/real-
estate-minor-nolan-school-ug-students/) and graduate minor (https://
catalog.cornell.edu/programs/real-estate-minor/) in real estate that 
are available to students from across the University. By combining 
coursework with industry connections, special events, treks, and career 
support, the minors prepare students for careers in the real estate 
industry (realestate.cornell.edu (https://realestate.cornell.edu)).

Arts and Sciences: Many of the liberal arts majors offered by the College 
of Arts and Sciences provide students with a background for a successful 
business career. In particular are majors in economics, mathematics, 
sociology, and psychology. Economics focuses on the production, 
distribution, and consumption of goods and services; monetary systems; 
and economic theories. Students interested in the human dimensions 
of business can choose sociology or psychology. Mathematics majors 
can choose concentrations in computer science, operations research, 
statistics, or economics to prepare for careers in areas such as actuarial 
science or finance (as.cornell.edu (https://as.cornell.edu)).

Engineering: Many of today's business executives hold engineering 
degrees. Each of the College of Engineering's 13 majors prepares 
students for business careers. Operations research and engineering, and 
information science, systems and technology are the most business-
oriented engineering majors that prepare graduates for careers in areas 
such as investment banking and process engineering. Engineering 
students can take a business-oriented engineering minor in areas such 
as industrial systems and information technology, and operations 
research and management science. A business minor for engineering 
majors is also offered by the Charles H. Dyson School of Applied 
Economics and Management (www.engineering.cornell.edu (https://
www.engineering.cornell.edu)).

Human Ecology: The College of Human Ecology offers two business-
oriented majors. The fashion design management concentration in 
the fiber science and apparel design major prepares students for such 
careers in the fashion industry as a retail executive or merchandise buyer. 
Students majoring in design and environmental analysis can prepare for 
careers as facility planners and workplace strategists in consulting and 
real estate firms and large corporations (www.human.cornell.edu (https://
www.human.cornell.edu)).

Industrial and Labor Relations: The School of Industrial and Labor 
Relations (ILR) focuses on the study of people and policies in the 
workplace. Students learn how individuals, groups and organizations 
address workplace issues affecting businesses, society, the economy and 
international affairs. ILR's curriculum balances structure and flexibility. 
Foundation courses provide a comprehensive view of the historical, legal, 
management and economic issues that define and influence workers and 
the workplace (www.ilr.cornell.edu (https://www.ilr.cornell.edu)).

Public Policy: The Jeb E. Brooks School of Public Policy offers 
undergraduate majors in Public Policy and Health Care Policy. Both 
programs are closely aligned with the field of business. The core 
curriculum emphasizes analyzing challenges in both public and private 
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sectors and includes relevant business courses such as statistics and 
microeconomics. In addition to core requirements, students take a 
range of courses in policy, economics, ethics, and regulation. In today’s 
business environment, understanding how policy impacts economics, 
business operations, and regulatory frameworks is essential. Brooks 
School degrees equip students with the skills to develop, implement, and 
evaluate government policies across both public and private sectors.

Related Areas
Cornell Career Services: The central office of Cornell Career services 
provides a range of resources and guidance for students interested 
in business-related careers. Visit the Career Development Toolkit for 
modules on Pre-Grad preparation and specific business industries 
(e.g., Consulting, Finance, Entrepreneurship) including how to access 
specialty preparation resources such as Management Consulted and 
CaseCoach (career.cornell.edu (https://career.cornell.edu)).

Continuing Education and Summer Sessions: The School of Continuing 
Education and Summer Sessions offers a wide variety of opportunities 
for business studies and professional development, ranging from 
precollege programs to executive education. Summer College's three-
week precollege programs, The Business World and Hotel Operations 
Management, acquaint high school students with the principles 
of business management. For college students, Campus-to-Career 
programs such as the Cornell University Prelaw Program and Internship 
in New York City and Cornell in Washington Summer Program pair 
internship opportunities with courses taught by distinguished experts. 
College graduates interested in health care may apply for the Cornell/
Division of Nutritional Sciences Post-Baccalaureate Program in Health 
Studies. For business professionals, seminars and trainings such as the 
Administrative Management Institute, the Cornell University Viticulture 
and Enology Experience, and the Institute for Internet Culture, Policy, 
and Law provide opportunities to hone skills, increase effectiveness, 
stay abreast of changes in the work world, and network with colleagues 
(www.sce.cornell.edu (https://www.sce.cornell.edu)).

Entrepreneurship at Cornell: This university-wide program is open to all 
Cornell students interested in eventually starting their own businesses or 
working for venture capital firms. Entrepreneurship-related courses are 
offered by all seven of Cornell's undergraduate colleges and schools as 
well as by the Johnson Graduate School of Management and the Cornell 
Law School (eship.cornell.edu (https://eship.cornell.edu)).

International Programs: Several additional programs allow business 
students to focus on a particular geographic area. Majors and minors 
are offered by the College of Arts and Sciences in Latino Studies, 
Latin American Studies, German Studies, European Studies, Asian 
American Studies, China and Asia-Pacific Studies, Asian Studies, East 
Asian Studies, Southeast Asian Studies, South Asian Studies, Near 
Eastern Studies, and Africana Studies. The College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences offers a major in international agriculture and rural 
development.

Pre-law Study
Law schools do not prescribe any undergraduate degree program, nor do 
they require any specific courses as prerequisites. This allows an aspiring 
pre-law student considerable latitude to explore legal careers and to 
prepare for law school in ways that best serve their individual goals. 
Whatever the path, each pre-law student should incorporate two essential 
guidelines into their planning: first, they should pursue a course of study 
in which they are genuinely interested; and second, they should seek out 
and make good use of opportunities to develop social awareness, critical 

analysis, and the ability to express themselves clearly and effectively—
skills essential to the study and practice of law.

When developing a course of study, it is important to recognize that 
law touches nearly every part of our public and private lives. Indeed, we 
might better consider the practice of law as a means of engaging with 
something, rather than an end unto itself, in which case any subject could 
prove relevant. Pre-law students are encouraged to pursue the subjects 
that they find most compelling, not only because genuine interest will 
lead to greater engagement, but also because doing so can provide a 
great foundation for future legal work. A student pursuing coursework 
in business or economics, for example, would arrive at law school with 
excellent context for corporate law work. A student in the physical or 
life sciences would be well positioned for the tech and health law fields 
(indeed, such a background is required for the patent law field). And 
someone pursuing fine or performing arts would find that to be directly 
relevant to the field of entertainment law, where they would work closely 
with artistic professionals and media companies.

At the same time, the choice of a major need not determine a student's 
destiny in the law. Every field of study provides training in vital 
communication and analytical skills that can be applied to law school, 
and intentional use of elective coursework and extracurricular activities 
can amount to a very well-rounded education.

Cornell undergraduates have access to an accelerated path to law school 
via Cornell Law's 3+3 Program, which they may apply for in the junior 
year. At the time of entry, they must have completed 108 of the 120 
credits required for the bachelor's degree and completed all major and 
college requirements. Students considering applying to this program 
should consult with their college pre-law advisor or the university pre-law 
advisor early in their sophomore year to discuss eligibility and application 
requirements.

For information on additional preparation, including work experience and 
necessary examinations, students are strongly encouraged to meet with 
a Cornell Pre-Law Advisor (https://career.cornell.edu/resources/pre-law-
advisors/) and to consult the Pre-Law module in the Career Development 
Toolkit (https://career.cornell.edu/resources/career-development-toolkit-
canvas/).

Pre-medical and Pre-health Study
Medical, dental, and other health professional schools, while not 
requiring or recommending any particular major course of study, do 
require that particular undergraduate prerequisite courses (https://
prehealthadvising.cornell.edu/academic-preparation/) be completed. 
These courses usually include general chemistry, organic chemistry, 
general biology, biochemistry, mathematics, physics and social/
behavioral sciences. Some medical schools do not accept AP credit 
to fulfill prerequisite requirements. One or two semesters of writing-
intensive courses (or two semesters of first-year writing seminar) may 
also be required. Other useful courses include upper-level biology, such as 
genetics, microbiology, anatomy, or physiology.

No particular major is best for those considering medical, dental, or other 
health professions, and students are therefore encouraged to pursue 
their own intellectual interests. Students are more likely to succeed 
at and benefit from subjects that interest and stimulate them, and 
there is no evidence that medical or other health professional schools 
give special consideration to any particular undergraduate training 
beyond completion of the required prerequisite courses. In the past, 
most successful Cornell applicants to medical, dental, and other health 
professional schools have come from the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, 
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Agriculture and Life Sciences, Human Ecology, and Engineering, as well 
as the Brooks School of Public Policy. Even students from the College of 
Architecture, Art, and Planning and the Schools of Hotel Administration 
and ILR have gained admission to medical or health professional schools. 
The appropriate choice depends to a great extent on the student's other 
interests.

Cornell offers many advising resources (https://
prehealthadvising.cornell.edu/) to support students who are interested in 
the health professions.

Pre-veterinary Study
There is no specific pre-veterinary program at Cornell, and students 
interested in veterinary medicine as a career should select a major for 
study that fits their interests while at the same time meeting the entrance 
requirements for veterinary colleges as listed below. Many pre-veterinary 
students at Cornell are enrolled in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, which offers several applied science majors, including animal 
science, which can lead to related careers if the student does not go to 
veterinary medical school. Some enter other divisions of the university, 
especially the College of Arts and Sciences, because of secondary 
interests or the desire for a broad liberal arts curriculum.

The college-level prerequisite courses for admission to the College 
of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell are a full year each of English 
composition/writing-intensive courses, biology or zoology with labs, 
physics with labs, and general chemistry with labs; and a semester each 
of organic chemistry, biochemistry (4 semester credits), and advanced life 
sciences (see Veterinary College Admissions website for list of courses). 
These requirements will vary at other veterinary medical schools.

For information on additional preparation, including work experience and 
necessary examinations, students may consult the College of Veterinary 
Medicine website (http://vet.cornell.edu/) and the Health Professions 
Advising Center (https://prehealthadvising.cornell.edu/).
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