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URBAN STUDIES (GRADUATE 
MINOR FIELD)
Graduate School

Program Description
Urban studies is an interdisciplinary minor field intended to complement 
basic studies in such Fields as City and Regional Planning, Economics, 
Government, History, Human Development, Management, and Sociology, 
as well as various fields in engineering. The minor helps students develop 
competence in such subject areas as processes of urban change, public 
policy and administration, theories of urbanization, urban ecology, urban 
economics, urban planning, urban political processes, and urban social 
structure. Because of this field's interdisciplinary character, the faculty 
member who represents the student's urban studies minor on the Special 
Committee cannot be a faculty member in the student's major field.

This is a minor field. Application for admission is made only to the major 
fields. After matriculation, a student may select minor subjects from the 
major or minor fields.

Graduate Minor Field Requirements
For students in graduate research degrees, earning a “minor” in a specific 
subject or concentration is not explicitly linked to the completion of 
coursework but is instead defined by the student’s special committee. 
Faculty serving on the student’s special committee each represent a 
concentration. Because many graduate faculty are active in more than 
one graduate field or academic discipline, students and faculty should be 
clear about which concentration will be represented when a committee is 
formed.

Faculty
Jennifer S. Minner (http://labs.aap.cornell.edu/just-places-lab/Jennifer-
Minner)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Urban Studies: urban studies
• Research Interests: Land Use Planning, Participatory and Analytical 

Geographic Information Systems, Conservation and Sustainability 
Adaption of the Built Environment, Historic Preservation

Sophie Oldfield (http://aap.cornell.edu/people/sophie-oldfield)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Urban Studies: urban studies
• Research Interests: Urban studies, global southern cities, urban 

theory, collaborative research, urban politics, urban mobilities, 
community organizing, social movements

Stephan J. Schmidt (http://aap.cornell.edu/people/stephan-schmidt)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Urban Studies: urban studies
• Research Interests: land use and environmental planning; city and 

regional planning; international studies in planning

Michael Andrew Tomlan (http://aap.cornell.edu/people/michael-tomlan)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Urban Studies: urban studies
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