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Graduate Field
Asian Literature, Religion and Culture (https://catalog.cornell.edu/
graduate-school/asian-literature-religion-culture/)

Program Description
The field of Asian literature, religion, and culture offers students 
interested in pursuing advanced studies of the literature, culture, 
religion(s), and intellectual history of any given region in East Asia, South 
Asia, and Southeast Asia.

Students are required to take, for credit, 12 to 14 courses (six or seven 
during the first year) and complete an M.A. thesis by the end of the 
second year. Students who wrote an M.A. thesis (in English) in their 
major subject before matriculation at Cornell may request a waiver 
of the thesis requirement. Each student then chooses three areas of 
specialization (usually two in the major discipline and one in another 
literature, theoretical field, or a different discipline) and chooses one 
faculty member to represent each concentration. The student works with 
this faculty committee to define the three areas and prepare appropriate 
reading lists. By the end of the third year the student must pass written 
and oral examinations in each subject (these are called admission to 
candidacy exams or A exams). By the time of the A exam, students must 
be fluent in their major language and have at least a reading knowledge 
of a second Asian language and one non-English European language. 
Doctoral students are encouraged to spend a year in Asia for advanced 
language training or dissertation research. Teacher training and one year 
of classroom teaching are part of the professional preparation.

Concentrations
• Asian religions
• East Asian literature and culture
• South Asian literature and culture
• Southeast Asian literature and culture
• Theory and method (minor)

Program Information
• Program Mode of Delivery: In Person
• Program Location: Ithaca, NY

Program Requirements
• Minimum Semesters for Degree: 10

Graduate School Milestones
• Responsible Conduct of Research Training: Required
• Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID): Required
• Student Progress Reviews (SPR) begin: Second Year

• Examination for admission to candidacy (A Exam): By the end of the 
third year, before the seventh semester begins

• Defense of Dissertation (B Exam): After completion of suggested 
coursework and dissertation drafts are approved by the student's 
Special Committee

Field Specific Milestones
• Masters Exam (M Exam): Required only if the student was admitted 

without a Masters degree in an equivalent field
• Non-Thesis Masters is usually conferred at the time of the A Exam
• Field progress review: Second Year
• Second year students present a paper at a field colloquium

Course Requirements
• Course requirements are determined by the student’s Special 

Committee.
• Enrollment in GRAD research course or the equivalent field specific 

research course is expected of all students.

Graduate School Enrollment 
Requirements
Course Requirements

• Course requirements are determined by the student’s Special 
Committee.

• Enrollment in a GRAD research course or the equivalent field specific 
research course is expected of all students each semester through 
graduation. These courses include:

• GRAD 8000 In Absentia
• GRAD 9010 Graduate-Level Research
• GRAD 9011 Doctoral Dissertation Research
• GRAD 9012 Master's Thesis Research
• GRAD 9016 Summer Graduate-Level Research
• GRAD 9050 Global Hubs: Research Partnerships
• GRAD 9060 National Science Foundation Graduate Research 

Fellowship Program

University Graduation Requirements
Requirements for All Students
In order to receive a Cornell degree, a student must satisfy academic and 
non-academic requirements.

Academic Requirements
A student’s college determines degree requirements such as residency, 
number of credits, distribution of credits, and grade averages. It is 
the student’s responsibility to be aware of the specific major, degree, 
distribution, college, and graduation requirements for completing their 
chosen program of study. See the individual requirements listed by 
each college or school or contact the college registrar’s office (https://
registrar.cornell.edu/service-resources/college-registrar-directory) for 
more information.

Non-academic Requirements
Conduct Matters. Students must satisfy any outstanding sanctions, 
penalties or remedies imposed or agreed to under the Student Code 
of Conduct (Code) or Policy 6.4. Where a formal complaint under the 
Code or Policy 6.4 is pending, the University will withhold awarding a 
degree otherwise earned until the adjudication process set forth in those 
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procedures is complete, including the satisfaction of any sanctions, 
penalties or remedies imposed.

Financial Obligations. Outstanding financial obligations will not impact 
the awarding of a degree otherwise earned or a student’s ability to 
access their official transcript. However, the University may withhold 
issuing a diploma until any outstanding financial obligations owing to the 
University are satisfied.

Learning Outcomes
• Develop appropriate competence in the language(s) necessary for 

access to primary sources in the original languages.
• Demonstrate in-depth scholarly knowledge of a literary/cultural, 

religious, or intellectual tradition within a recognized Asian regional or 
national zone.

• Demonstrate breadth of study by subspecializing in one or more 
genre, tradition, period, or discipline ancillary to their major field.

• Demonstrate the ability address major contemporary scholarly 
debates through their knowledge of one or more theoretical 
orientations appropriate to their fields of study.

• Communicate effectively in written and spoken scholarly 
presentations.

• Demonstrate competency in teaching in the undergraduate 
classroom.

• Uphold standards of academic integrity in research and teaching.

Admissions
Application Requirements and Deadlines
Application Deadlines
Fall, January 18

Requirements Summary
Applicants are required to hold, at minimum, an undergraduate degree 
from an accredited university or college. Applicants are generally 
expected to have significant language preparation before application 
(at least three years’ competency for those interested in an East Asian 
literature). Prior work in literature, culture, religious studies or the 
intellectual history of an Asian area is desirable.

• All Graduate School requirements (http://
www.gradschool.cornell.edu/academics/admissions/applying), 
including the English language proficiency requirement (https://
gradschool.cornell.edu/admissions/prepare/english-language-
proficiency-requirement/)

• three recommendations
• three years of study in Chinese, Japanese, Korean, or Vietnamese 

language
• academic writing sample (approximately 25 pages)

Admissions Contact Information
Email: asian@cornell.edu 
Phone: 607-255-9099 
Campus Address: 350 Rockefeller Hall 
Website: https://asianstudies.cornell.edu/alrc
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