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Program Description
The two-year Master of Fine Arts in Creative Visual Arts is an intensive, 
intimate, and diverse community that supports both interdisciplinary and 
medium-specific practices, augmented by access to the breadth of fields 
of study across the university.

Program Policies
Students are expected to follow all university, college, and program 
policies. Failure to comply with any policy or petition decision may result 
in review by the program committee.

Academic Standing
To be in good academic standing in the College of Architecture, Art, and 
Planning, a M.F.A. Visual Arts student must:

• Successfully complete a minimum of 12 academic credits each 
semester; and

• Earn a minimum semester grade point average (GPA) of 2.7; and
• Follow the prescribed program curriculum and comply with all 

university, college, and program policies.

Grading
• All studios and courses within the Art department 

should be taken for a letter grade. This 
includes ART 7001/ART 7002/ART 8001/ART 8002, ART 6000, 
and ART 6100.

• Students can enroll in elective courses either as S/U or for a letter 
grade.

• Students may petition to apply one graduate-level independent 
study course (at the 5000 or higher) to count towards their elective 
requirement. The independent study course must be taken for a letter 
grade.

Residency Requirement
• The M.F.A. Visual Arts is a four-semester, full-time program of study.
• M.F.A. Visual Arts students are required to be in residence for the 

duration of the program.

Transfer Credit/Advanced Standing
Transfer credit for graduate work done elsewhere or during the summer 
session is not applicable towards the M.F.A. Visual Arts degree 
requirements.

Program Information
• Program Mode of Delivery: In Person
• Program Location: Ithaca, NY
• Minimum Credits for Degree: 60
• Length of Program: 4 semesters; Full-time study

Program Requirements
The M.F.A. Creative Visual Arts curriculum is flexible enough to 
accommodate the needs of individual students and enable them to 
take advantage of Cornell's vast opportunities and resources. Students 
complete a minimum of 12 credits each term, including the required 
studio and graduate art seminar. Additionally, each spring semester, 
students enroll in 3 credits of professional practice. Students complete 
their remaining credit requirements by enrolling in electives. Students 
can choose electives from across all of Cornell graduate-level offerings to 
support the development of their studio practice.

Students must complete the following curriculum and degree 
requirements:

Semesters Subject Course Numbers Credits

4 Studio Practice ART 7001, ART 7002, ART 8001, 
ART 8002

36

4 Art Seminars ART 6000 (take 4 times for 3 credits 
each)

12

2 Professional 
Practice

ART 6100 (take twice for 3 credits each) 6

2 Electives Any courses at the 5000-level and above 
for at least 3 credits each

6

Total Credits: 60

Semester Pathway
Year 1
Fall Semester Hours
ART 6000 Graduate Seminar: Contemporary Theory 

and Art
3

ART 7001 Graduate Studio I 9
Elective 3

  Hours 15
Spring Semester
ART 6000 Graduate Seminar: Contemporary Theory 

and Art
3

ART 6100 Professional Practice and Field Work in 
Contemporary Art

3

ART 7002 Graduate Studio II 9
Optional elective 1  

  Hours 15
Year 2
Fall Semester
ART 6000 Graduate Seminar: Contemporary Theory 

and Art
3

ART 8001 Graduate Studio III 9
Elective 3

  Hours 15
Spring Semester
ART 6000 Graduate Seminar: Contemporary Theory 

and Art
3

ART 6100 Professional Practice and Field Work in 
Contemporary Art

3

ART 8002 Graduate Studio IV 9
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Optional elective 1  

  Hours 15

  Total Hours 60

1 Students are required to complete two electives and are encouraged 
to enroll in additional electives in support of the development of their 
studio practice.

Requirement Areas
Studio Practice Requirement: 4 Classes; 36 Credits
1. First-year M.F.A. Studios: 2 classes; 18 credits

Upon entering the program, students commence on a rigorous 
investigation of their art and ideas within their studio practice. During 
the first year in the program, students enroll in ART 7001 and ART 7002. 
During these courses, students participate in studio visit rotations 
with full-time art faculty, meeting each faculty member for a studio 
visit at least twice during the span of the year. It is during these pivotal 
conversations that the students refine and hone in on what's most crucial 
to them in their studio practice, and figure out which faculty should be 
invited to be on each student's thesis advising committee, which will start 
to meet regularly in the second year of the program.

2. Second-year M.F.A. Studios: 2 classes; 18 credits

Second year students enroll in ART 8001 and ART 8002. As a final 
deliverable for ART 8002, students produce a written artist statement 
or thesis and present a thesis exhibition of the studio work completed 
during their residency. Late in the semester, graduate students exhibit 
their work at a gallery in New York City.

Graduate Art Seminar: 4 Classes; 12 Credits
ART 6000 is an integral component of the M.F.A. Visual Arts curriculum 
which addresses the range of contemporary art practice and its cultural 
contexts as an intellectual field of study. The purpose of the seminar 
is to generate an ongoing engagement with informed and committed 
discourse, one which parallels developments in the student's creative 
work. For this four-semester sequence of classes, topics may include 
art practice as a form of cultural identity and political agency; post-
colonial critique and nonwestern conditions and contexts; contemporary 
subjectivities under recent historical conditions; rethinking forms 
and media in dialogue with history; and the status of exhibition and 
technology in society.

Professional Practice and Field Work in Contemporary 
Art: 2 Classes; 6 Credits
ART 6100 focuses on developing each student's individual needs in 
preparation for a life-long artistic and professional practice. In this class, 
students workshop artist statements, grant, and residency proposals 
and hone writing skills with emphasis on both professional and creative 
modalities. In addition to one-on-one meetings and studio visits, students 
meet as a group to develop and cultivate our community with activities 
such as field trips to NYC to visit artist studios, galleries and museums, 
and other art destinations. The course will culminate in the development 
and curation of a group show in New York City. We will write the press 
release for the show, establish a title and theme, work with the gallery on 
social media publicity and outreach, design a poster/flyer and all other 
aspects of curating/installing and publicizing an art exhibit.

Elective Curricular Plan: 2 Classes; 6 Credits
M.F.A. Visual Arts students are required to complete at least two electives 
of 3 or more credits each, and are encouraged to enroll in additional 
electives to support the development of their artistic practice. Students 
can choose electives from a wide range of graduate course offerings 
across the university and within the college, including the Art and 
Architecture departments. All graduate-level courses (with any subject 
code) at the 5000 level and above may apply towards this requirement, 
with the exception of ELSO courses, ART 5092, and other Independent 
Studies.

University Graduation Requirements
Requirements for All Students
In order to receive a Cornell degree, a student must satisfy academic and 
non-academic requirements.

Academic Requirements
A student’s college determines degree requirements such as residency, 
number of credits, distribution of credits, and grade averages. It is 
the student’s responsibility to be aware of the specific major, degree, 
distribution, college, and graduation requirements for completing their 
chosen program of study. See the individual requirements listed by 
each college or school or contact the college registrar’s office (https://
registrar.cornell.edu/service-resources/college-registrar-directory) for 
more information.

Non-academic Requirements
Conduct Matters. Students must satisfy any outstanding sanctions, 
penalties or remedies imposed or agreed to under the Student Code 
of Conduct (Code) or Policy 6.4. Where a formal complaint under the 
Code or Policy 6.4 is pending, the University will withhold awarding a 
degree otherwise earned until the adjudication process set forth in those 
procedures is complete, including the satisfaction of any sanctions, 
penalties or remedies imposed.

Financial Obligations. Outstanding financial obligations will not impact 
the awarding of a degree otherwise earned or a student’s ability to 
access their official transcript. However, the University may withhold 
issuing a diploma until any outstanding financial obligations owing to the 
University are satisfied.

Learning Outcomes

• Students will cultivate and develop unique and individual ideas 
appropriate for expressions in various studio/post-studio forms and 
demonstrate comprehensive technical knowledge and skills in their 
area of practice becoming competent and reflective practitioners.

• Students will exercise professional standards in their understanding 
of theoretical, art historical and contemporary issues in the visual 
arts appropriate to their creative practice, as demonstrated in 
ongoing written and oral discourse.

• Students will refine general professional skills supportive of their 
studio/post-studio practice, such as research, presentation and 
exhibition.

Admissions
Application Deadlines 
Please visit the AAP website (https://aap.cornell.edu/graduate-
admissions/) to view application deadlines and more detailed information 
on application requirements.
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Application Requirements
• Two letters of recommendation.
• Academic Statement of Purpose.
• Official transcripts are required from every college or university you 

have attended.
• All applicants must meet the English Language Proficiency 

Requirement 
• Visit the Graduate School Admissions site (https://

gradschool.cornell.edu/admissions/prepare/english-language-
proficiency-requirement/) for details on the English language 
proficiency requirement, including standing exemptions. 

• Portfolio of creative work. The portfolio should consist of no more 
than 20 electronic files. These may include any combination of 
still images, videos, URLs, sound-based work, web-based work, 
or other work. Portfolios are to be submitted through Cornell 
AAP SlideRoom (https://cornellaap.slideroom.com/). Applicants 
should also upload their statement of purpose to Slideroom. 
If you have difficulty uploading your portfolio to Cornell AAP 
Slideroom (https://cornellaap.slideroom.com/), please email aap-
admissions@cornell.edu.

• Interviews are not required as part of the initial application process; 
however, shortlisted candidates will be asked to interview either in 
person or virtually.

Expected Supply Fees
Art students should expect to spend a minimum of $1,000 and up to 
$3,000 for expendable supplies each academic year, depending on 
academic level, courses selected, and projects chosen.
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