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Graduate Field
Romance Studies (https://catalog.cornell.edu/graduate-school/romance-
studies/)

Program Description
The Field of Romance Studies includes faculty members from the 
Departments of Romance Studies, Comparative Literature, English, 
History, Anthropology, Near Eastern Studies, and from the Africana 
Studies and Research Center. It offers interdisciplinary programs in 
Romance languages and literatures.

Students in Romance Studies select a track in one of the literary and 
cultural traditions the faculty specialize in (French, Italian, or Hispanic 
literatures and cultures) and choose a minor in one or two other areas 
from any field.

French, Hispanic, or Italian literatures and cultures. The field offers a 
full complement of courses in French, Hispanic, and Italian literatures. 
It seeks to incorporate current, speculative, and theoretical views of 
literature alongside historical and linguistic training.

Students choose one literature and culture track as their main field of 
study and research. They are expected to acquire a working knowledge 
of the general history of that literature, to become conversant with 
the social and intellectual history, and to speak and write their major 
language fluently. They are trained in bibliographical, linguistic, and 
analytical skills that will allow them to teach, conduct research, and 
interpret in the largest sense of the word the literature and cultural 
context of their choice.

Students are encouraged to study foreign languages other than the 
language of the track they have chosen to focus on, but such study is 
not required unless special linguistic competence is necessary for the 
student’s research. Such need is determined by the student’s Special 
Committee.

Students focusing in French, Hispanic, or Italian literatures and cultures 
usually teach at least one year of literature/culture and one year of 
language as part of their professional training; numerous teaching 
assistantships are available; teaching a Freshman Writing Seminar 
for the Knight Institute is also a possibility. A methodology course in 
language teaching, to be taken the spring semester before they begin 
teaching, allows beginning teaching assistants to observe and participate 
in classroom teaching and to attend lectures and discussion on theory 
and practice of teaching.

Research and Study Opportunities
Students are encouraged to spend a term or year abroad to improve 
their language skills and/or to advance their research. Opportunities 
include assistantships and study opportunities at various universities 
abroad, and numerous archives both national and international. Funds 
are available for students to engage in research, language study, and 

conference participation, both through the Department of Romance 
Studies and the Graduate School.

Cornell's excellent research library has renowned collections of books, 
with some special collections of interest to students in the field, such 
as those pertaining to Dante, the French Revolution, the Witchcraft 
Collection, or digital archives of Latin American journals. The field 
also benefits from the interdisciplinary Medieval Studies Program, the 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program, the Society for the 
Humanities, the Feminism and Gender Studies Program, and the Andrew 
D. White Professor-at-Large program.

Concentrations
• French literature
• French studies
• Hispanic literature
• Hispanic studies
• Italian literature
• Italian studies

Program Information
• Instruction Mode: In Person
• Location: Ithaca, NY
• Minimum Credits for Degree: 72

Program Requirements
• Minimum Semesters for Degree: 6

Graduate School Milestones
• Responsible Conduct of Research Training: Required
• Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID): Required
• Student Progress Reviews (SPR) begin: Second Year
• Examination for admission to candidacy (A Exam): Spring of third 

year
• Defense of Dissertation (B Exam): Spring of seventh year

Field Specific Milestones
• Qualifying Examination (Q Exam): Fall of second year

Course Requirements
• Course requirements are determined by the student’s Special 

Committee.
• Enrollment in a GRAD research course or the equivalent field specific 

research course is expected of all students.

University Graduation Requirements
Requirements for All Students
In order to receive a Cornell degree, a student must satisfy academic and 
non-academic requirements.

Academic Requirements
A student’s college determines degree requirements such as residency, 
number of credits, distribution of credits, and grade averages. It is 
the student’s responsibility to be aware of the specific major, degree, 
distribution, college, and graduation requirements for completing their 
chosen program of study. See the individual requirements listed by 

https://romancestudies.cornell.edu/graduate/
https://romancestudies.cornell.edu/graduate/
https://catalog.cornell.edu/graduate-school/romance-studies/
https://catalog.cornell.edu/graduate-school/romance-studies/
https://catalog.cornell.edu/graduate-school/romance-studies/


2  Romance Studies (PhD)

each college or school or contact the college registrar’s office (https://
registrar.cornell.edu/service-resources/college-registrar-directory/) for 
more information.

Non-academic Requirements
Conduct Matters. Students must satisfy any outstanding sanctions, 
penalties or remedies imposed or agreed to under the Student Code 
of Conduct (Code) or Policy 6.4. Where a formal complaint under the 
Code or Policy 6.4 is pending, the University will withhold awarding a 
degree otherwise earned until the adjudication process set forth in those 
procedures is complete, including the satisfaction of any sanctions, 
penalties or remedies imposed.

Financial Obligations. Outstanding financial obligations will not impact 
the awarding of a degree otherwise earned or a student’s ability to 
access their official transcript. However, the University may withhold 
issuing a diploma until any outstanding financial obligations owing to the 
University are satisfied.

Learning Outcomes
• Demonstrate Advanced Research and Theoretical/Critical Skills: 

The ability to recognize, synthesize, and evaluate research problems, 
findings, and new research opportunities. Demonstrate broad 
knowledge of subfields and methodologies (e.g., period-specific 
literature, films, and other artistic forms when applicable, literary 
theory, literary history, and literary genres).

• Make an Original and Substantial Contribution to the Discipline: 
Undertake and complete original, publishable research in a chosen 
field of inquiry. Develop intellectual independence in scholarship.

• Demonstrate Commitment to Advancing the Values of Scholarship: 
Keeping abreast of advances in the field and related areas; 
engagement in professional societies, publications, editorial boards; 
the creation of a supportive, collaborative environment for learning, 
teaching, and mentoring; adherence to ethical standards in the 
discipline; listening, giving, and receiving feedback effectively.

• Demonstrate Professional Skills: 
Write and effectively present conference papers in professional 
forums; conception and completion of course syllabi; teaching 
language and language-literature bridge courses; preparation for job 
opportunities.
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